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JOB SHEET 2-3-82
ACKNOWLEDGING/INTERPRETING ALERT MESSAGES

INTRODUCTION

When user specified alert criterion is met in a defined alert area, an alert message
is sent to the Associated PUP.  Messages are visible on both graphic screens at the
feedback line and at the Applications Terminal on the status lines at the bottom of
the screen.  The alert messages are also listed in the Status of the System and
Status of the Alerts menus. In addition to the alert messages, an audible alarm
sounds, if the user so desires, to announce the arrival of the alerts. The alarm
continues until the alert is acknowledged, canceled, or the alert condition is no
longer in effect.

Alerts are acknowledged on either the Applications Terminal or the Graphic Tablet.
They do not need to be acknowledged on both, and can be left unacknowledged
without ill effects.

OBJECTIVE

Using both the Applications Terminal and the Graphic Tablet, you will be able to
acknowledge alerts and interpret alert status lines.

REFERENCES

NWS EHB 6-531-1, USERS GUIDE: PUP/RPGOP, Section 8.3.1 and Information
Sheet on Alerts

PROCEDURE

NOTE:  -  In order to perform this Job Sheet, alerts must be set and in effect at your PUP.

1. Notice the Alert Status Lines on the bottom of both graphic screens and just
above the Status Lines on the Applications Terminal.

   - When an alert is generated, an abbreviated message appears on the Alert
Status Line of both graphic screens and the Applications Terminal.  These
alerts are termed "unacknowledged" alerts and take up to two lines on the
graphic screens and one line on the Applications Terminal.  When the
criterion for an alert is met, the word "ALERT" flashes in purple on the
graphic screens and light to dark green at the Applications Terminal. If the
audible alarm switch is turned on, in 30 seconds, except for the MESO and
TVS alerts,  the audible alarm sounds.
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NOTE - Mesocyclone and TVS alerts are "Instantaneous". That is, the audible alarm and
alert message are simultaneous. All other alerts are "30-second" alerts. This means you
have 30 seconds to acknowledge them, once the alert message has been received, and
thereby prevent the audible alarm from going off.

   - If you have opted to receive the Alert-Paired Product, it arrives shortly after the alert
message. The product may be observed on the RPG Product Received Line (ex):

PROD RCVD:  SRR  ALR 
KWXD 0235   2.5

2. a. At the Graphic Tablet, select ACK ALERT (acknowledge alert) with
the puck using either button.

- or -

b. At the Applications Terminal, select F16, ACKNOWLEDGE ALERT.

   - Either of these actions stops both the message from flashing, and the
audible alarm from sounding.

   - When an alert is acknowledged, the abbreviated message is moved from the
“unacknowledged alert” line to the "acknowledged alert" line. This is the line
just below the 2 unacknowledged alert lines on the graphics monitor, and the
line just below the single unacknowledged alert line on the Applications
Terminal.

   - The alert message takes the form of a two-letter acronym. The first letter
identifies which "Group" the alert is from (V=Volume, G=Grid, F=Forecast).
The next letter identifies the alerting feature (for ex: M=Mesocyclone,
V=Velocity, etc). See Information Sheet 2-4-1 on Alerts for a full listing of the
possible alerts.

2b
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USER ALERT MESSAGE (UAM)

3. a. From the Main Menu at the Applications Terminal, type D,A,UAM and
press RETURN.

b. When the Alphanumeric Product Display Screen comes up, press
RETURN again to get the most recent message.

4. The latest User Alert Message (UAM) is displayed.

   - The User Alert Message is an end of volume product.  This is different from
alerts, which are generated anywhere in the volume scan. Therefore, you
must wait until the end of the volume scan, in which the alert was generated,
in order to see information about that alert in the UAM. Remember that an
alert condition may exist for several volume scans, the UAM containing
information about that alert is present only in the message at the end of the
volume scan in which the alert was generated. If no new alerts are generated
the next volume scan, the UAM specifies that "NO NEW ALERTS PRESENT
THIS SCAN", even though you may have outstanding alerts. 

   - Information about outstanding alerts may be located in the Status of Alerts
Menu (S,AL), or in the System Status file (S,S).

***NOTE*** Keep in mind that alerts may remain unacknowledged with no
ill effects on the system. In addition, canceling alerts at the PUP does not
clear the RPG of the alerting condition, it only wipes this alert off the screen
at the PUP. The RPG still assumes that the alert is in effect until the criteria
for clearing this alert has been met (See the Information Sheet on Alerts in
the Lab Guide).

END
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ALPHANUMERIC PRODUCTS

COMMAND:  D,A,UAM
FEEDBACK:

Select an Alphanumeric Product from the following list.

SS Storm Structure VWP VAD Wind Profile
UAM User Alert Message STI Storm Tracking Information
RCM Radar Coded Message HI Hail Index
FTM Free Text Message M Mesocyclone
PTM PUP Text Message TVS Tornado Vortex Signature
OHP One Hour Precip THP Three Hour Precip
STP Storm Total Precip CS Combined Shear
CSC Combined Shear Contour SPD Supplemental Precipitation Data

DISPLAY GRAPHIC PRODUCT EDIT SCREEN

COMMAND: D,A,UAM
FEEDBACK:  

Edit product parameters and press RETURN to request product.

PROD REQ RPT
NAME RPG  TIME DATE PRI CNT
UAM   H      1

ALPHA PRODUCT 73 (UAM KWXD 22:30 09/24/96) page 1 of 2

COMMAND:  D,A,
FEEDBACK: Executed  - D,A,UAM

ALERT AREA # 2
ALERT BOX AZIMUTH 120.4 DEG
ALERT BOX RANGE 75.5 NM
ALERT CATEGORY VIL
THRESHOLD 45Kg/m2
EXCEEDING VALUE 55Kg/m2
STORM ID A1
ALERT AREA # 1
ALERT BOX AZIMUTH 123.5 DEG
ALERT BOX RANGE 80.5 NM
ALERT CATEGORY MAX STORM REFL
THRESHOLD 65 DBZ
EXCEEDING VALUE 70 DBZ
STORM ID B2
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